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Prof Pete Downes is one of the most highly cited bioscientists in the UK and is the Principal and 

Vice Chancellor at the University of Dundee. He joined the University in 1989 and played a key 

role in establishing the University’s global position in life sciences, particularly in the 

understanding and treatment of major diseases including diabetes and cancer. His work leading 

the Division of Signal Transduction Therapy (DSTT) with Sir Philip Cohen saw a unique 

collaboration between the University and several of the world’s leading pharmaceutical 

companies – one of the largest ever research collaborations between the pharmaceutical 

industry and a British university and has been highlighted by the British Government as a model 

of best practice in technology transfer. DSTT was awarded the Queen’s Anniversary Prize.   

He has been associated with various Academies and Committees like, Fellow of the Royal 

Society of Edinburgh, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Biochemical Society, 

member of the Council of the Society of Biology and Academy of Medical Sciences. He is an 

awardee of the Colworth Medal of the British Biochemical Society. He was honoured by the 

Queen with an OBE in 2004.   

 

 


